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Wrap up ð Spring 2009 Diversity Awareness Week Report ð Dr. Sara 

Helfrich  

April 6-10, 2009 was Diversity Awareness Week in the College of Education. Students, 
faculty, and staff participated in several exciting events, making the week a great success! 

Four panel discussions were planned throughout the week, and movies were shown at 
the Bengal Theater each evening. Student teachers kicked off the panel discussions on 
Monday, sharing their experiences in K-12 classrooms with teacher candidates getting ready to 
begin their own student teaching experience. Area principals spoke the next day, focusing on 
such topics as Response to Intervention (RTI) and classroom management. On Wednesday, 
teacher candidates from different ethnic backgrounds, such as African American, Hispanic, and 
Native American, talked about their experiences and perspectives as students at ISU. A panel 
of international students, from India, Taiwan, France, and multiple countries in Africa, wrapped 
up the weekôs events by speaking about their experiences in school in their native countries, as 
well as their experiences in America at ISU and beyond. Lunch was provided during each of 
these sessions. 

Each evening a movie was shown at the Bengal Theater in the Pond Student Union. The 
movies included Fireworks Wednesday, Do the Right Thing, Turquoise Rose, and Guarding 
Eddy. The final event of the week was ñDinner and a Movieò, featuring Indian food and a 
showing of Slumdog Millionaire. 

We would like to thank all those that attended the panel discussions and movies. We 
would also like to especially thank those students and administrators that spoke at the panels, 
and those that donated food for the lunches and the Friday dinner. Also, thank you to all the 
College of Education faculty and staff, including Dr. Deborah Hedeen, for giving their time and 
working to make this event such a success. Based on the overwhelmingly positive feedback 
from this event, the Diversity Committee is planning on holding another Diversity Week in spring 
2010; more information will be provided soon! 
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COE Diversity Event  ð Dr. Sara Helfrich  

Native American Celebration at the College of Education  

 

 The Cultural Events Planning Committee, new to the College of Education this 
year, helped to start the 2009-2010 school year off by hosting an exciting cultural celebration, 
which included a traditional prayer, speakers, and artistic performances. The committee invited 
speakers and performers from the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes to the College of Education for 
this event that was open to students, faculty, and staff. 

 Mr. Verlon Gould spoke first, delivering a traditional opening prayer in Shoshone. 
Mr. LeeJuan Tyler then spoke to the audience, discussing how educators need to be aware of 
how history, especially the history of the Western United States, in our schools is taught. He 
focused on the treatment of Native Americans and the need for including multiple perspectives 
in oneôs teaching. Ms. Drusilla Gould spoke of the significance of music and dance, as well as of 
the beautiful and elaborate attire worn by performers from the Shoshone-Bannock tribes during 
ceremonies and celebrations. The Nation provided music for the dancers, which included Miss 
Shoshone-Bannock Kalli Jo Edmo, Mr. Wayne Crue, and Mr. Jackson Rolling Thunder. 

The committee would like to give special thanks to Dr. Deborah Hedeen, Dean of the 
College of Education, for helping to make this event possible, as well as to Ms. Laverne Beech, 
spokeswoman for the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes. Thank you also to all those that attended the 
event; we look forward to your participation in future cultural events in the College! 

 
Cultural Events Planning Committee Members 

Dr. Beverly Klug 
Ms. Laverne Beech 

Mr. Donner Ellsworth 
Ms. Druzilla Gould 
Dr. Shu-Yuan Lin 
Dr. Susan Scherz 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



ISU Diversity Literature  ð Dr. Sara Helfrich  

2009 ISU Reading Project 

 

This year, the ISU Reading Project Committee has chosen Greg Mortensonôs Three 

Cups of Tea. His book tells of the journey that led him ñfrom a failed 1993 attempt to climb 

Pakistan's K2 to successfully establish schools in some of the most remote regions of 

Afghanistan and Pakistan. By replacing guns with pencils, rhetoric with reading, Mortenson 

combines his unique background with his intimate knowledge of the third-world to promote 

peace with books, not bombs, and successfully bring education and hope to remote 

communities in central Asiaò (www.threecupsoftea.com/).  

Students, faculty, staff, and community members are encouraged to read the book and 

attend the free on-campus events scheduled during the first two weeks of November. Several 

people are scheduled to speak and lead discussions, with topics ranging from ñEducation in 

Pakistan and Afghanistan: ISU Students' Experience and Observationsò to ñBuilding Hope in 

AfghanistanðA Veteranôs Experience,ò just to name two. A complete listing of events, including 

time and location, can be found on the ISU Reading Project webpage, located at 

www.isu.edu/lead/reading/events09.shtml.  

You can learn more about Greg Mortenson, his book, and his work in the Middle East by 

visiting his website, www.gregmortenson.com. To learn more about the ISU Reading Project, 

please visit www.isu.edu/lead/reading/index.shtml or contact Bonnie Frantz, Committee Chair, 

at franbonn@isu.edu or 282-4101.  

 

 
Graphic source: http://www.ccsf.edu/Library/exhibits/three_cupscover.jpg 
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COE Diversity Face - Chan Sang  

Chan Sang is a new Graduate Assistant working at the COE Instructional Materials Center. 

Sang is from Cambodia and is a PhD student in the Department of Educational Leadership & 

Instructional Design. He joined ISU in 2007 and has a Masters Degree in Human Resource 

Development from the College of Technology. Welcome to the COE family Chan! 

Interviewed by: Devshikha Bose 

 What is the best thing you like about your job at the Instructional Materials Center 

(IMC)? 

First, it is quite challenging to me because it is new to me. Second, I am learning some library 

skills, which is really useful. My job involves lots of decision making and coordination to ensure 

that the work flow proceeds smoothly on a daily basis. Moreover, I like working with other 

people.   

What is it that you donôt like about your job? 

I enjoy working at IMC. Until now, everything is going really well. 

What is the most challenging thing about your life in the US? 



Trying to keep up with other students in the cohort is the most challenging part of my academic 

life. My classmates are all more knowledgeable and more experienced in the field than I am. It 

is so hard to try to keep up with them. They just need to walk to be successful in this program 

but, to achieve that, I need to run. English language is a main factor for my case. For example, I 

spend much time reading and trying to understand the texts. That takes most of my day. For 

some international students, including me, we are not just dealing with the workload of all 

classes, but also with the language barrier. There are many things I need to learn and improve, 

especially those related to the language.     

Did you experience any culture shock while in the US? 

Not much of a culture shock, I would say, but lots of miscommunications. What I mean is, 

referring back to my language-problem, sometimes it is difficult to understand people. I thought 

they wanted this but it turned out that they wanted something else, for example. Again, I need to 

improve my English and there is no doubt about that. Overall, I could say that I have sort of 

adapted really well to the environment in here. 

Do you find your classes easy or difficult to handle? 

I would prefer saying that they are quite challenging, instead of difficult. Given the lack of work 

experience and all, it is indeed quite tough. However, I have received valuable and timely 

supports from the faculty, which makes everything much better. I feel like I am not doing this 

alone by myself. I will be assisted when I need it to be successful in this program. I am really 

grateful for their hard work and supports. 

Do you think you receive enough facilities /encouragement for research at the College of 

Education? 

For your information, this is my first semester in the College of Education. For the time being, I 

am just focusing on my course work and I havenôt yet thought about doing any research till now, 

except search for a potential topic for my dissertation. Therefore, I cannot really provide you 

with a good answer to this question at the moment. I might be able to tell you more at a later 

period. I would like to be involved in conducting research to gain some research skills because 

this is the area in which I am really interested. It is sort of a dream for doctoral students to get 

some papers published before graduating from the program, as we always agree that this will 

help with the future career. But letôs see what might come up in the future. For now everything is 

fine. 

Are there other students in ISU from your home country Cambodia? 

As far as I know, I am the only Cambodian student in ISU at the moment. However, there is a 

Cambodian family which has moved to Pocatello from New York City. He has just received his 

Ph. D. in Chemistry and he is working on his Post Doctoral work with the Chemistry department 

at ISU. I am so glad to have them here and hopefully they can stay here for some more years.   

 



 What do you hope to achieve after your study at ISU? 

I hope to acquire the necessary knowledge, skills, and attitude to be called an instructional 

designer at the end of the program. It is a main goal right now. I also hope that I could obtain 

needed skills and knowledge that will allow me to conduct research after the program. I would 

like to teach at a university, as well. Letôs see whether or not I could be able to achieve the 

goals.  

 What kinds of friends do you have at ISU? 

I have friends from many different countries like India, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Nepal, Vietnam, and 

China, and, of course, Americans.  

What are some of the important things that you have learnt from your friends? 

I have learned that we were all different. We are unique in our own way in terms of our distinct 

values, beliefs, and cultures. I enjoy learning their cultures and traditions. I am already glad that 

I have an opportunity to step out of my Cambodian mindset and beliefs to explore other worlds, 

which I have found that we had a lot of similarities although we speak different languages. I feel 

so lucky to have them as my friends. In addition, I am learning to cook their food, which makes 

my living experience in here even more fascinating.     

How has coming to the US changed your perspective about life? 

Life has become more adventurous and could become even more, if I am willing to undertake 

the challenge. In other words, it is full of adventure and exciting things to explore, that I would 

not have had experienced (at home) if I had not decided to come here. Life is about struggle to 

get what you intend to get. It does not come to us easily without efforts. Sometimes we need to 

sacrifice and take challenges to achieve the goals.    

What did you learn from the US? 

I have learned many thingsðthe ways to get work done, to help other people, to build and 

maintain friendships, and to work hard. I have learned and acquired some skills and knowledge 

that have made me become a better thinker, speaker, worker, and learner than I ever was. Of 

course, I have learned to cook many different types of food ï American, Indian, and Saudi 

Arabian (as my friends usually say that I never forget about food and eating. In their view, I am 

an expert in choosing a place where we can go eat outside on Friday nights and I humbly 

accept the title!). For your information, I know nothing about food. 

 

Have you experienced any changes in your life after coming to the US? 

Life has been wonderful. I feel much better about myself. I could say that my self esteem and 

self-confidence has increased. My family, friends, and colleagues at home look at me in a 

different way. I feel good about myself but, at the same time, a bit worried. As you know, being 

little stressed out is always the case when we are in school. 



 

 

How often do you visit home? 

Once in two years. I would like to go every year but, for financial and academic reasons, I 

probably can afford to visit home once every two years. Actually, I just came back from 

Cambodia this summer and I had a wonderful and productive time there. Since I arrived here in 

2007, it was the first time I went home.   

Do you have any advice for other international students or other students from 

Cambodia?  

Oh! This is a tough one though.  

Seek assistance as soon as possible from other people when you need it. It does not matter 

what it isðwhether it is a language problem or homework assignment. It is always not a bad 

idea to get help quickly so that you wonôt lag behind. 

Currently, I donôt know of any students from Cambodia who is trying to apply at ISU.  When I 

went home in the summer, I took with me some ISU catalogs and promotional leaflets to the 

Study-in-The-US advising center in Cambodia. I hope that Cambodian students apply at ISU so 

that I wonôt be here alone, especially at the International Night event. Itôs been two years already 

that I have been doing the flag show at the International Night, and people might get bored with 

the same face representing Cambodia every year. This year is going to be me again. My advice 

to Cambodian students is to try to apply at ISU. The university and the community have many 

wonderful things to offer, except the snow (sorry to say that). People are friendly and helpful and 

it is a good place for education. Idaho is well-known for its natural resources and beauty that I 

canôt say enough about, and canôt wait for next summer and fall to come for the various outdoor 

activities which this place offers. 

 (Graphic Sources:  

http://www.cambodianthaicuisine.ca/images/map_cambodia.gif and and http://www.uldal.com/wp-

content/photos/Cambodia_flag.png) 

  



 

COE Diversity Achiever ð Paohsi Wang  

 

Paohsi Wang, PhD Student, Department of Educational Leadership & Instructional Design 

We are proud to announce that Ms. Paohsi Wang our Graduate Assistant and PHD student at 

the Department of Educational Leadership & Instructional Design recently had her paper 

entitled óThe Development of a Stir-fry Cooking Skills Reusable Learning Object (RLO) for 

Distance Education in Asian Culinary Arts instructionô presented at the AACE (Association for 

the Advancement of Computing in Education) Annual Conference at Vancouver, Canada. 

Paohsi is from Taiwan and her love for the culinary arts has inspired her to choose her PhD 

dissertation research topic to be on the use of Instructional Design principles for teaching 

culinary arts skills. 

The purpose of her study was to determine how much learners will gain in knowledge and skills 

after using a researcher-created stir-fry Reusable Learning Object (RLO) in an online delivery system. Paohsi and her 

co-researchers (Dr. Jane Strickland & Dr. Al Strickland) will seek to determine the learnersô attitude toward Asian stir-

fry cooking using an online delivery system. An RLO is defined as a linkage of small units that can be fitted together 

in a number of ways to produce customized experiences. The ómaterialô in a learning object can be documents, 

pictures, simulations, movies, and sound. Structuring these in a meaningful way implies the materials are related and 

are arranged in a logical order. The main features of the RLO in this research are images of stir-fry depicting the five 

cooking procedures. Although there are numerous cooking methods, many follow the some events. Thus, Paohsi 

believes that RLO may be a very useful teaching method for developing a cooking curriculum. The ability to 

incorporate similar RLOs may streamline instructional design. 

Paohsiôs Chinese Stir-fry RLO is composed of a pre-assessment module, an introduction module, followed by 
seven RIO modules, a summary module, and a post-assessment module. The following flowchart is a graphical 
representation of her idea:  

 

The goal of this study is to examine how an RLO project can help people learn both content knowledge and skills 
of Chinese stir-fry cooking. Additionally, the study will determine the effectiveness of the Chinese culinary RLO and 
its multimedia format for an at-distance culinary arts program. The investigation will also determine if an instructor can 
use a Learning Management System (LMS) to teach people how to perform a specific cook technique via the 
Internet. The outcome may demonstrate that targeted adult participants can learn how to create specific cuisine in an 
anytime-anyplace mode when they have access to the Internet and a multimedia interface. More broadly, the stir-fry 
RLO project may reveal many possibilities for skill-based training courses in the culinary arts.  
(This report contains excerpts from the discussed paper presented at the AACE 2009 Conference) 
  



 

Taiwané in Pictures 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Graphic Sources: 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/graphics/flags/large/tw-lgflag.gif 
http://media.maps.com/magellan/Images/TAIWAN-W1.gif 
http://www.impactlab.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/taiwan1.jpg 
http://www.davestravelcorner.com/photos/taiwan/Taiwan-Temple.jp 




